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IMPORTANT DATES SOMETHING NEW AND EXCITINGIN THE LION
Our 7th and 8th gracle students, with the help of Mr. Blanks, our Middle

5choo| Language Arts teacher, will be writing a wecug Promci|c of each of our
Thanksgi\/ing Vacation Nov. 23-27 ?acult}j and staff for 7—/7@ Cardcn [_ion tl’lroughout the rest of the school year.

WASC Visiting Committee Nov. 15-19

Student Council Meeting Nov. 30 [ ach week look for the newest person to be Promcc{ so that you may get to

know each and every one of the trulg dedicated PeoP|e that teach and help
h

4" Grade to host Bake Sale Dec. 2 our children on a clailg basis. Adam (Cooke, an 8th grade student, has Proxcilecl

Family Fun Night Dec. 7 Mr. Blanks on the next page for our first in the series of, “Gctting to K now
Our I:acu|t3 and Stag.”

Student Council Meeting Dec. 14

Winter Program Dec. 17 “You can do angthing you rea”9 believe you can do” -Mae Cardcn

READING BUDDIES RETURNS!
QOur Keading Buddies program has returned to the
absolute cle|ig}1t of thejunior kinc{ergarten and kindergartcn
childrent T!‘xe 5&' and 6th graclers make their way weeklg to
read to the younger students in their classrooms. | hank

you to Mrs‘ Kobinson for these wonderful PhotograPhs of
the children!

PHONE (559)323-0126 FAX (559)323-0980 WWW.CARDENSCHOOLOFFRESNO.COM



http://www.cardenschooloffresno.com/
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“GETTING TO KNOW OUR FACULTY AND STAFF”
BY ADAM COOKE

Profile of Mr. Blanks

When one might think of English, one might think of grammar, spelling and papers to write. This is in
some ways true of Mr. Blanks’ class, but there is much more to one of Carden’s newest teachers. As | walked
into his room for our interview, | saw his desk with papers from his students and work strewn to read and
correct. You could tell he loved to teach and from the way he sat you knew he thought hard on the
subjects, exploring possibilities in his mind.

Mr. Blanks dresses in black shoes and slacks and a dress shirt. Being a writer, he has little things about
him that change and expand much like the chapters in one of his stories. In our talks, he mentioned that he
knew somehow from when he was young he wanted to be a storyteller, a writer. Stories are rich in Mr.
Blanks, including one about a dark, weekend school, hunting and finding hidden treasures and clues.

He fondly remembers, as a seven-year-old, inventing detective stories with his friends; he saw red
paint cast along a wall and called it blood, and he and his friends would then have to solve the mystery of
how it got there, and why. Clues would range from a pencil box strewn across the playground to a smudge
on the hallway floor. Even at such a young age, he was telling stories, and that carried into his adult life.

His education in the intricacies of grammar and writing was carried out in Montana where he wrote
his first play to be performed and directed by himself. The play had only two actors and was performed over
the course of a week. Even though the exploit was small and the notoriety as well he still takes much pride in
the work.

His passion for writing comes through in his classes where students, including myself, write short
prompts ranging from a question of inner thinking to improvement and even pictures inspiring one to a story.
Analysis is heavy and writing a must in Mr. Blanks’ English class. He takes pride in the stories his seventh and
eighth graders write and the things they implore to ponder.

The best way to put Mr. Blanks is an onion with so many layers. One is seen as a teacher, another as

awrritar ANna ac cimnhs a ctnndallar and mMmanvy mara | faal hiclar ace an intanrioawar ta lbnnw mvy cinhiact e wiall
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ANNUAL CANNED FOOD DRIVE

Tl—wc Farent C|u}3 will be holcling its annual canned food drive to benefit Mark your calendars for our next Family Fun
The Community Foocl Bank from November 30to December ii. Night. Mondag, December 7 at Calhcornia
The Communitg Food Bank will be Picking up all of the donations on Pizza Kitchen in River Park is the site of our
December i1 at 2:00 p-m. at Carden. The Community Food Bank is next Familg Fun Night dinner. We will be
éoing all that theg canto helP create a l’lungeﬁgree Central \/a”eg. sending out the ﬂger before the dinner which
Flease l’le|P us make this a success bg contributir\g any canned goocls, needs to be turned in to your server so that
dried goocls or cash contributions cluring these dates. All donations 15% of the Proceecls can be donated to our
may be Brougl’xt to the classrooms, school office or school kitchen at any school. Gct out of the kitchen and meet
time cluring these dates. | ast year we collected 860 Pouncls of food ?riends, Family, invite a teacher or do take out
that was used in 000 holidag meals and distributed on December 22, and heIP our school all at the same timel! HOPC
2008. | et’s see if we can break that record! ]Fﬂou have any qucstions, to see you therel

Please contact Mrs. Caro!ine Wiehl at caroline wie}il@qal’uoo.com hcgou

have any qucstions‘

THE CARDEN LION
The deadline for newsletter announcements is on the Saturc{ag Prior to Publication‘ T he Carden [ jonis Published on

V\/edncsdays and emailed to all families along with bcing Posted on our website. |nformation must be emailed to

glikbarg@sbcglobal.com in order to be included.

FRENCHCULTURE INFRESNO
The [Fresno Metropolitan Museum is current|3 exl—ribiting Thc ]:_arlg ]:_tcl‘lings from 1920s }33 Marc Cl’laga” till January
i7,2010 and an interactive exl'nibition, “Cl’laga” for Chilclren” till Januarg 31, 2010. Russian—bom Cl‘waga” (1 887—1985)
lived most of his life in [France. |n addition, you can see Thc Art Booi(s of Henri Matisse on ciisplay ill Januarg 10, 2010.
For more information go to the [Fresno Met web site:

http,//www fresnomet.org/exhibitions.html

!'xttp://www.{:resnomet.org;/the~art~bool<s~o?~l'|enri~matisse‘l'|tml

HOT LUNCH WINTER PROGRAM

IF youare interested in Purchasing Mot Lunch from Mark your calendars now for the evening of December 1 7 for

the Carden School Winter Frogram starring all of our children.
Mrs. McMal’]on and all the children seem to be keeang very

our outside vendor, CamPus Cuisine, be sure to go

to our website at www.cardenschoologresno.com to

tinf tion. t click on the ot b’ tab ) » )
getnformation Jus cliciconthe HO Lunc @ quretaboutthe SPCCHCICS of the show so we’re sure there will be

d follow the directions. |t's as easy as 1-2-3 t L )
androtio ctions. [t's as ca ya 3 to lots oFgreatmusic, singing, fun and SUI‘PI‘ISCSICOFa”Wl"IO attend!

have a delicious hot lunch delivered to your child any
Monda3~ Tl'vursday of your choice.

We look forward to seeing everyone there!



http://www.cardenschooloffresno.com/
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mailto:glikbarg@sbcglobal.com
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MAD SCIENCE AT CARDEN




