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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Parent Club Meeting                       Dec. 3 

 

Family Fun Night                            Dec. 7 

 

3
rd

 grade to host Bake Sale             Dec. 9 

 

Student Council Meeting              Dec. 14 

 

2
nd

 grade to host Bake Sale           Dec. 16 

 

Winter Program                            Dec. 17 

 

Half Day (Free Dress)                   Dec. 18 

 

Winter Break                    Dec. 21 – Jan 3 

 

 

“There is no place in our social relationships for the lack of courtesy.”  

-Mae Carden 

PIZZA FRIDAY! 
Looking for a great way to see your 

child in the classroom?  Nothing puts 

a smile on their face faster than when 

you deliver pizza on Fridays!  There 

are still opportunities to fulfill 

volunteer hours in the coming months.  

Please contact Mrs. Patricia 

Nerenberg at 

patricia.nerenberg@gmail.com for 

specific dates.   

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU! 
What an amazing job each and every one of our faculty, staff and Board 

members did in preparing for the WASC visiting committee.  We sincerely 

appreciate the parents that helped with the process and during the visit.  A 

special thank you to Mrs. Rohlfing and Mrs. Joyner for the countless hours 

you devoted in making certain everything was as it should be.  The visiting 

committee was impressed with our school, our students, our faculty and staff, 

our parents, our classrooms, our curriculum and our sense of community.  Now 

that the official visit is over, we must wait until the spring to hear the final 

results.  We have until the end of January to submit our updated action plans.  

Absolutely none of this would have been possible except for the tireless 

efforts of Dr. Paul Stefanacci.  His leadership and dedication in organizing 

and executing our self-study plan are the reasons we were able to accomplish 

so much.  There is no way for most of you to know just how much work he did 

to get us to where we needed to be, but everyone should know that without him 

we would not have been able to accomplish what we did as a school.   

Thank you, Dr. Stefanacci!   

WINTER PROGRAM 
Mark your calendars now for the evening of December 17 at 7:00 p.m. for the 

Carden School Winter Program starring all of our children.  Mrs. McMahon 

and all the children seem to be keeping very quiet about the specifics of the 

show so we‟re sure there will be lots of great music, singing, fun and surprises 

for all who attend!   We will be having our annual Gourmet Bake Sale with 

lots of goodies that evening along with a brand new fundraiser where you 

could win free tuition for one student next year!   We look forward to seeing 

everyone there!   
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SCHOOL UNIFORMS FOR SALE 
Our student council is selling slightly used uniforms in the school office for $1 

each.  There are Carden jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts, pants, skirts, shirts 

and all things Carden.  Stop by the office anytime to see what‟s available and 

help support our student council and all that they do for our community! 

A WONDERFUL SIGHT 

TO SEE! 
Congratulations to Nathaniel Rivera, 

a 1st grade student at Carden, who 

entertained audiences with his role in 

the Nutcracker at The Saroyan 

Theatre this weekend.  It was exciting 

to see him as the Gingerbread Boy.  

Congratulations on a job well done!  

 

http://www.cardenschooloffresno.com/
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“GETTING TO KNOW OUR FACULTY AND STAFF” 

BY AMY GREEN 
8th Grade 

 

Profile of Mrs. Rhodes 
Middle School Math 

 
From going to California to working with computers, Mrs. Rhodes seems to have done it all. Her whole life story is 
one big adventure.  
The first time I met her, she was dressed professionally, in a black pantsuit and a pink shirt with yellow flowers. Wire 
framed glasses perched on her nose, and her hair was neat and short. As for her classroom, student work hung on 
the walls and bulletin boards. Math posters hung everywhere, and the room was painted pastel colors. It gave the 
feeling of calm and serenity. My teacher sat at her desk, attentive, waiting for my numerous questions.  
 Mrs. Rhodes was born in a small town in Pennsylvania. The name of this town is wished to be kept a secret. She has 
two sisters, one younger and one older. Mrs. Rhodes first went to California on a fellowship with some college 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ άǘhe sun 
ǎƘƛƴŜǎΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦέ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛŦ άώǎƘŜϐ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƧƻōΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦέ 
 The teacher eventually found work, but not as a teacher. She worked with computer programming. Mrs. Rhodes 
soon met her husband, Mr. Rhodes. The couple moved to the San Francisco area shortly after due to a job change. 
bƻǿΣ ƘŜǊ Ƨƻō ǿŀǎ άǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ-ƛƴǎΦέ 
After a few years in the profession, the computer expert found herself in Fresno. 
 Mrs. Rhodes went from working with computers to students. She has been working at Fresno City College part time 
ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘŜŀŎhing is different. There are around 
ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƛȄǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƳŀǘƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΣέ aǊǎΦ wƘƻŘŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ŀǊŘŜƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ άŜƴƧƻȅώǎϐ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ώƘŜǊϐ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ  
 When Mrs. Rhodes is not ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŘǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎΦ άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
professor also finds World War II a fascinating topic. She is interested in the views of both sides. I sat in awe as she 
explained aspects of the war to me. I wished I could have her on hand during a World War II test.    
 !ǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻōōƛŜǎΣ aǊǎΦ wƘƻŘŜǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άCƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ƘƻōōƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜr but mostly for 
pleasure.  
 CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ Ƴȅ ƳŀǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ άǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ώƘŜǊϐΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦέ 
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HOT LUNCH 
If you are interested in purchasing Hot Lunch from 

our outside vendor, Campus Cuisine, be sure to go 

to our website at www.cardenschooloffresno.com to 

get information.  Just click on the „Hot Lunch‟ tab 

and follow the directions.  It‟s as easy as 1-2-3 to 

have a delicious hot lunch delivered to your child any 

Monday- Thursday of your choice.   

 

 

 

ANNUAL CANNED FOOD DRIVE 
The Parent Club will be holding its annual canned food drive to benefit 

The Community Food Bank from November 30 to December 11.  

The Community Food Bank will be picking up all of the donations on 

December 11 at 2:00 p.m. at Carden.  The Community Food Bank is 

doing all that they can to help create a hunger-free Central Valley.  

Please help us make this a success by contributing any canned goods, 

dried goods or cash contributions during these dates.  All donations 

may be brought to the classrooms, school office or school kitchen at any 

time during these dates.  Last year we collected 860 pounds of food 

that was used in 3000 holiday meals and distributed on December 22, 

2008.  Let‟s see if we can break that record!  If you have any questions, 

please contact Mrs. Caroline Wiehl at caroline_wiehl@yahoo.com if you 

have any questions. 

 
 

 
THE CARDEN LION 

The deadline for newsletter announcements is at noon the Saturday prior to publication.  The Carden Lion is published 

on Wednesdays and emailed to all families along with being posted on our website.  Information must be emailed to 

glikbarg@sbcglobal.net in order to be included. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT! 
Our next Family Fun Night is on Monday, 

December 7 at California Pizza Kitchen in 

River Park.  Attached is the flyer to be given to 

your server so that 20% of the proceeds will be 

donated to our school.  Get out of the kitchen 

and meet friends and family, invite a teacher or 

do take out and help our school all at the same 

time!  The flyer can be used anytime that day.  

They do not take reservations, so try to come 

early.  Please remember that Carden code of 

conduct applies at all school functions.   We 

look forward to seeing you there! 

 

FRENCH CULTURE IN FRESNO 
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is currently exhibiting The Early Etchings from 1920s by Marc Chagall till January 

17, 2010 and an interactive exhibition, “Chagall for Children” till January 31, 2010.  Russian-born Chagall (1887-1985) 

lived most of his life in France.  In addition, you can see The Art Books of Henri Matisse on display till January 10, 2010. 

For more information go to the Fresno Met web site:  

 http://www.fresnomet.org/exhibitions.html 

 http://www.fresnomet.org/the-art-books-of-henri-matisse.html 
 
 PARENT CLUB MEETING 

The next Parent Club meeting is on Thursday, December 3 at 

8:15 in the school library.  Be sure to come and see what we are 

planning for 2010 and see how you can help our children have lots 

of fun and creative activities!   There are still opportunities for 

using your volunteer hours so come and be a part of a very special 

part of Carden.   

http://www.cardenschooloffresno.com/
mailto:caroline_wiehl@yahoo.com
mailto:glikbarg@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fresnomet.org/exhibitions.html
http://www.fresnomet.org/the-art-books-of-henri-matisse.html
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                            FENCING AT CARDEN 
 

 
 


